004002.00344I.JBM.270099 PTG/SBOaA (12/01) 

Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under (he Paperwork Reduction Art of 199S. no persons ere required to respond to a collection of information unless It contains a valid OMB control 



Substitute for form I449A/PTO 

Information disclosure 
1 ^statement by applicant 

4/ (use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/699,175 


Filing Oate 


October 31, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Bianchi 


Group Art Unit 


3738 


Examiner Name 




Sheet | 1 


of 


4 


Attorney Docket No. 


4002-3441 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examjfier 


CIta 

NO. 


Document Number 
Numbor-KInd Codo' (If known) 


Publication Oats 

uu nn ww 
H«HJI>»TfTT 


Name of Petentee or 
Application oi wiioo uocumom 


Pages, Columns, Lints where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 






3,486,505 




Morrison 








3,848,601 


1 1-1974 


Ma 


Jl 








A AAA A Ct Ct 

4,309,488 


A. 1 1 AAA 

01-1982 


Heide et al. 










4,545,374 


10-1985 


Jacobson 


\ 

— 1 








4,626,392 


12-1986 


Kondo et al. 


— \ 








4,636,217 


A * t Aft** 

01-1987 


Ogilvie et al. 


— 1 








4,654,314 


aa i Ann 

03-1987 


Takagi et al. 


V 








4,687,675 ^ 


AO 1 AAA 

08-1987 


Nakano et al. 


i 








4,714,469 


12-1987 


V ____ 

Kenna 


i 








A *T A A €i*lf\ 

4,722,870 


A A I AO D 

02-1988 


White 


\ 








4,736,738 


A A 1 A A A 

04-1988 


Lipovsek et al. 


X 








4,743,256 


A 1 A A A 

05-1988 


Brantigan 


\ .... 








4,820,305 


04-1989 


Harms et al. 


\ 








4,834,757 


05-1989 


Brantigan 


\ 








4,877,020 


10-1989 


Vich 


V 








4,878,915 


11-1989 


Brantigan 










4,917,703 


04-1990 


Albrektsson 










4,950,296 


08-1990 


Mclntyre 










4,961,740 


10-1990 


Ray et al. 










4,976,738 


12-1990 


Frey et al. 










5,002,583 


03-1991 


Pitaru et al. 










5,015,247 


05-1991 


Michelson 










5,026,373 


06-1991 


Ray et al. 










5,055,104 


10-1991 


Ray 










5,062,845 


11-1991 


Kuslich 










5,190,548 


03-1993 


Davis 










5,250,061 


10-1993 


Michelson 










5,258,029 


11-1993 


Chu et al. 










5,282,861 


02-1994 


Kaplan 








— 


5,306^02 


04-1994 


Bauer et al. 




Eganinmt Signature 


J^uJ^UL^ 


r/r/of 



EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw One through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Indude copy ctf Ms f arm vrfth ruwi corfumwlcstion to applicant 

V^jjfcanl'a unique citation designation number (optional). 1 See Kinds Codes ofUSPTOPatent Documents at w^wmooev or MPEP 801.04. 'Enter Office 
that issued ine document, by the No-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). • For Japanese patent documents, the indication of (he year of the reign of the emperor 
m ^f? ccd l? e ***** d t* 8 ***** document. • Kind of document by the apOproprtate symbols es indicated on the document under WIPO Standard 
ST. te tf possible. Applicant ts to place a check mark here il English language Translation (s attached. 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION LIST 



' 004002-00344 1 . JBM270099 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons e 
number 



PTO/SB/QBA (12/01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB0831-C031 
U.S. Patent end Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
» required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains e valid OMB control 




ubstrhJte for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

{use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket No. 



10/699,175 



October 31, 2003 



Bianchi 



3738 



4002-3441 



f6 
J* 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
(firsts* 


Cita 
NO. 1 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Cose* (if known) 


Publication Dan 
MMOO-YVW 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cftod Oocument 


Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 








5,810,819 


09-1998 


Errico et al. 










5,814,084 




UTivas ci oJ. 










5,857,995 


01-1999 


Thomas et al. 










5,904,7.19 


05-1999 


Errico et al. 










5,972,368 


10-1999 


McKay 










5,989,289 


11-1999 


Coates 










6,017,343 


01-2000 


Rogozinski 










6,033,438 


03-2000 


Bianchi et al. 










6,033<83tr f3% 


03-2000 


Bianchi 










6,096,081 


08-2000 


Grivas 










6,111,164 


08-2000 


Rainey et al. 










6,*W>506 iD-0 


09-2000 


Kohrs et al. 










6,258,125 


07-2001 


Paul et al. 










6,375,681 


04-2002 


Truscott 










6,391,058 


05-2002 


Kuslich et al. 










6,409,765 


06-2002 


Bianchi et al. 




A/ 




6,500,206 


12-2002 


Bryan 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initiate' 


Cite 
No.* 


Foreign Patent Oocument 
Country Cod» , -Numb«r*-Wnd CeeVpf known) 


Pu&lleatten Data 
WM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cited 
Oocument 


Pages, Columns, line a. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Routes Appear 


7* 








EP0 077 159 A f 


04-1983 














GB 2 207 607 A/ 


02-1989 














EP 0 307 241 / 


03-1989 














DE 37 41 493 Al 


06-1989 














EP 0392 076 S. 


10-1990 














WO 95/08306 / 


03-1995 














WO 95/15133 y 


06-1995 














'WO 96/22747 


08-1996 














WO 96/400 13 / 


12-1996 












WO 97/13378/ 


04-1997 




X 






EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, WRelner or not citation H In conformance wtth MPEP 609. Draw One through diaUori If not In conformance and not 
considered, include copy of this form vrttn rted communication lo a " 



Applicant's unique cttmion designation number (opttonaJ). * See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto flpv or MPEP 801 .04. * Enter Office 
that issued the document, by the nwMerter code (VMPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents the Indication of the year of the reign of the emperor 
must precede (he serial number of the patent document. * Kind of document by the apOpropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard 
ST. 16 if possible. • Applicant is to ptace a check mark here if English language Translation Is attached. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION LIST 



